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The book examines the Military Response, analyzing legal issues related to treating terrorism as an

armed conflict. These include the legal authority to use military force; determining when the law of

armed conflict comes into force; the law of targeting and how this authority is applied to terrorist

operatives; preventive detention; and prosecution of terrorists by military commission.  The book

also analyzes the Law Enforcement Response to international terrorism, including the legal

framework for gathering counter-terrorism intelligence information, prosecuting terrorists and their

sponsors, and freezing terrorist assets, domestically and internationally. Finally, the book examines

the federal statutes authorizing civil liability for personal injury or death caused by acts of

international terrorism.
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We'll see how I did when I get my final exam grade. I read the first two parts and they helped me to

finally understand the concept. Counterterrorism is a law enforcement tactic until the law of armed

conflict is triggered. The LOAC is triggered by either an international armed conflict or a domestic

armed conflict, in accordane with genevia convention common article 2 or 3. The law enforcement

response is more difficult to use because deadly force can only be the last resort, whereas with the

military response it can be the first resort. But terrorism alone does not fall within the 2nd or 3rd

geneva convention, so a war on Al Qaida had to be declared in order to use the LOAC. This allows

the targeting and detention of terrorists.A very helpful book, but be prepared to read it carefully. If



you are taking this class and don't get this book, good luck.

A friend forwarded a copy of this book to me, knowing that I rely heavily on such products in my

profession. I have seen many such texts come out over the past 10 years, most not worthy of my

time. I thought this would be another product that simply traced the primary principles of National

Security Law as it stood during the 1990's. Accordingly, I did not bother to flip through it for many

months, then one weekend, bored, I picked it up and read the first chapter, which made me curious,

as it was actually relevant to the cutting-edge issues tht I confront in my professional life. I then

spent the next two days reading, rereading, and studying this book. I commend it to all, it is an

incredible resource, and now sits on the desks of the primary decision-makers across the Executive

Branch. Bravo to the authors!! Thank you for the dedication, hard work, and intellect that obviously

went into this effort!! To those new to this subject matter, if you want to know the analysis and

thought processes that go into every important decision made in the context of the current

world-wide war, read this book. Rich Whitaker, Department of Defense
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